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Office of the Central Pacific R. R. Company 

of California. 
Sacramento, Feb. 14, 135.x 

To the Son. C. A. Sumner and B. Epstein, '* . \" 

Chairmen of R. R. Committees. 

Gentlemen : — Recently I received a printed copy of a letter 
dated Feb. 3, directed to you, purporting to have boon signed by 
one L. L. Robinson, of this city, containing charges against this 
Company, of which I have been President since its organization. 
Recently, and since tbe deatji of T. D. Judah, Esq., the late 
Chief rfngineor of this Company, I have beard rumors of a sim- 
ilar charactor, and emanating from the same and kindred 
Bources, but this is the first time they have appeared in a tangi- 
blo form, no that- they could be fairly met. Lest your commit- 
tees, who may not be aware of the true facts, should be misled 
by the numerous falsehoods in that letter, and especially as a 
inattor of justico to the momory of Mr. Judith, it is proper that 
it should not bo suffered to pass without notice. 

ROBINSON THE ENEMY OF JUDAH. 

Mr. Robinson statos that he was intimately acquainted with 
Mr. Judah, and seeks to convey the impression that ho was his 
confidential friend. Such, at least, was not the case during Mr. 
Judak'H connection with our Compuny. From the time Mr. Ju- 
dah entered the service of this Company in 1861, our relations 
were necessarily very intimate, and I know, as do others of his 
personal friends, that he regarded Mr. Robinson as his bitterest 
enemy, llo often referred to previous railroad transactions both 
in this State and Florida, in which he claimed that the latter 
bad wronged him, of the truth of which, however, I know 
nothing, except what I learned from Mr. Judah. But of this I 
am certain, that while Mr. Judah was in the employ of this 
Company, Mr. Robinson was tbe lost man he would have select- 
ed as a confident, or even aa friend. 
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JT7DAH RECOMMENDED THE ROUTE. 

I am certain that he peter told Mr. Robinson, or any other 
person, that the route .rfeJcot'ed by this Company for their rail- 
road " was a hopeless* one*,*" or that ho " opposed the location as 
it now exists," for Mr, Judah was a truthful man, and such a 
statement would ffa.ve" been a falsehood. Mr. Judah, never op- 
posed the roufe/as* located, init always recommended it in the 
ttrongest terjns, ana* it was upon the strength of that recommend- 
ation, officially made as our Chief Engineer, that the present 

. route was-aele'cted. And on this point I will say, that there was 
no dissftpwrg voice among the Directors in making the location, 
nor b«ire*"Chey, at any time since, entertained the least doubt of 
the.-wjsdom of that selection. The location was not made until 
B^eV a personal examination by several of the Directors, of 

'.fcttkt and various other routes mentioned in Mr. Judah's report. 

HIS REPORTS PROVE IT. 

In that letter Mr. Robinson endeavors to implicate Mr. Judah 
in an attempt to practice one of the basest of frauds. He tells 
you that the latter Anew that the route thus selected waB im- 

Sracticable. This charge is made in the faco oFthe fact, that 
[r. Judah had published to the world, in various reports over 
his own signature, as the Chief Engineer of this Company, in 
which he recommends this very route in the strongest terms, 
and not content with a mere recommendation, he fully sets 
forth its peculiar advantages in "detail, and the reasons why it 
was to be preferred to other routes. 

HIS REASONS GIVEN. 

These reasons will be found on pages 10 and 11 of his report 
made in October, 1861, .and are as follows : 

THH PROMINENT FEATURES OF THIS LINE MAY BE BRIEFLY ENUME- 
RATED AS FOLLOWS : 

1st. It crosses the Sierra Nevada Mountains, and reaches the 

Truckee River, in 128, and State lino in 145 miles from 

Sacramento. 
2d. Big Rend of Truckee, or Humboldt Desert, is reached in 

178 miles. 
3d. It crossoa the State at noarly its narrowest width. 
4th. It pursues nearly a direct course from Sacramento to the 

Rig Rend of Truckee. 
5th. It forms a local road for the counties of Sacramento, 

Placer and Novada. 



6th. It commands and -will perform tho entire business of Ne- 
vada Territory, Washoe, and the Silver mineral re- 
gion. 
7th. It will also command the business of the newly discover- 
ed Humboldt mineral district. Pyramid Lake, Esmeral- 
da, and Mono mineral districts. 
8th. It crosses the Truckeo Meadows at the head of Steam- 
boat Valley, which, with Washoe Valley and Eaglo 
Valley, connects with Carson Valley, enabling a branch 
road, with light grades, to be built to any point ou Car- 
son River. 
9th. It reaches eastern base of Sierra Nevada in 11| miles 
from Summit. 

10th. It follows the valley of Truckee River, without obstacle, 
to Big Bend, or Humboldt Desert. 

11th. It entirely avoids the second summit of Sierra Nevada. 

12th. Its maximum grades are 105 feet per mile, or leas than 
those of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. 

13th. The grades down the Truckeo will not exceed 40 feet per 
mile. 

14th. The olovation of line is maintained, continuously to the 
j summit — there being no down grade running easterly 
to Summit. 

15th. A uniformly descending grade is maintained from the 
summit easterly to the Truckee, or eastern base. 

16th. Encounters no elevated plateau of table-land at Summit. 

17th. Running to and from summit with maximum grades, can- 
not have an extensive snow-line. 

18th. Runs through extensive forests of Pitch and Sugar Pine, 
Fir, Cedar, and Tamarac, which latter two species of 
timber are abundant, and will furnish excellent eross- 
tics. 

19th. Crosses no deep river canons or gorges. 

20th. Its longest tunnel will not exceed 1,350 feet in length, 
and no shafting will be required. 

21st. Shortest radius of curvature, 573 feet. 

22d. Navigable waters of Sacramento River at all seasons of 
the year its western terminus; Washoe and the Grand 
Basin its eastern terminus. 

23d. At Big Bend of Truckee, the line is in position to pro- 
ceed via the Humboldt to Salt Lake, or follow the Simp- 
son route to same point. 

24th. Saving in distance over route via Madclin Pass and head- 
waters of Sacramento, as surveyed by Lieut. Beck- 
with, from Lassen's Meadows, or Humboldt crossing, 
184 miles. 

25th. Saving in cost of Pacific Railroad line, taking Lieut. 
Beckwtth's estimate from Lassen's Meadows, or Hum- 
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29th. 

ilUth, 



boldt crossing, ae oompar I with cosl «i" present pro- 
pos< .1 line, in thirteen ami one half millions of dollars. 
Reduces the time agar transit to and from Washoe 

to *J hours. Passengers leaving Virginia station at 6 
a si., will reach Ban FranciBoo the same ovoning. 
27th. Saving in ooat or transportation of frci^lt to citizens of 

Washoe or Nevada Territory, one million of dollars por 

ar. 

Affords a market for low-class silver ores (now thrown 
aalde), for shipment, to fioropa, from over BjOOQ minim 

riaimih 

la advantageously looatod for an extension to u,' 
Completes lirst western link of Pacific Railroad, tn I tl 

coming its greatest difficult! 

So also in his report of I860 he iota forth at length iheoom- 

i nive raoritft of the different routes examined by dim, am 
conclusively establishes the superiority of the route eolocted. 

ROBINSON CHARGES JUT>AH WITH FRAUD. 

If Mr. Robinson's statement is true, then Mr. Jndah, in ma 
ins this report, thus recommending that route, was guilty of 
wilful falsehood, and perpetrated a deliberate l'nnni upon this 
Company and the public; and he carried out the fraud, and im- 
i upon the members of Congress and the National Govern- 
ment, in laboring for the passage of the Pacific Railroad Bill 
and using his survoys, maps and profiles for that purpose. 



HE CHARGES HIM WITH CORRUPTION. 






To add still further to the malignancy of his statement, ho 
charges that Mr. Judah obtained from tho Company SIUO.ihhi 
■ bonds, not to cxposo this, his own villanous fraud. Tho 
statement as thus made virtually refutes itself, for if he had 
guilty of snoh decuit, of such a stupendous fraud upon tho 
Company, upon the Government, and the public, he certainly 
would havo kept it secret, for whoso in forested as himself to 
al it ? Above all. be would never have disclosed it to his 
deadliest enemy, or the Company who would bo so greatly in- 
jured. 

'J UK BASBNflBa OK TIIE.SK CHARGES. 
Ilapndy, Mr. Jndah's character as an Engineer, respecting 

whioh be was peculiarly sensitive, and as i matt of integrity, 
stands too high to be reached by snefa infamous ■ntanlTi His 

friends will read these charge* with lunent, it they can 

be astonished at anything coming from hucu a source. Th 
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> -s nt made after be baa been laid in the silent tomb 

./ a, uvu i-ruKi. The author "i 
these I ■ ., . I*i bj Known ooufeseiou, in no enviable 

i.ii. having north I his silence tor years, in oover- 

ing op the alleged fraud //■■■■ owfC^diartuH&t withm- 

'. f/wM Of I 

OUAUGEOF BIUIHMIY DSKIBD, 

As I- that Mr. Judali received from ihia Company 

10 of it- bonds, to induce b!m I aeeal bita own fraud, or 
her purpose, it is absolutely /Vite, and wUltoui 
owoi foundation. Uhe OotnpBnv paid him a liberal 
salary for bis valuable services aa their Chid Knginoor. That 
is paid in the stoek of the Oornpony, and in oaah, but 
none of ii in bonds. Whatever bonds he may havo held, wen 
obtaino'l in private transactions with other persons, with which 
- raosai tiona the I 'otapaay had nothing to do. Bo, also, the state- 
ment thai be left the service oi the Company is .quully false, 
as he continued its Chief Engineerfup to his death. 




HOlilXSON NOT SATISFIED WITH SURVEY?. 



Mr. TJobinaon, it appears, is not satisfied with the chars 
of the surveya made by thw Company. They were not made 
to sal or at h'lK suggestion, request or advice, nor did be 

pays eciii i them mode. They wen made for, and 

the direction of, thin Company # who paid largo sums to have thu 
wurlc well done. The first one was made under directions to 

make a thorough, acnurnte, instrumental survey of a route for 

a railroad over the mountain**, and especially of nil points where 
serious difficulties might be expected; a survey upon which 
railroad cap] could rely in investing their money. Mr. 

Judah carried on t these instructions to the satiM -i' tho 

officers *od atockholdera of the Company, to the ion of 

Congress, of the best railroad capitalist* and engineers of tho 

Atlantic States, and especially to the satisfaction of the public, 

who were gratified at learning that a practicable route had been 
found over the dreaded Sierras. But Mr. liobinson is not satis- 
fled, and wo arc not surprised at it. 



'OCKHOLDEKS AND CAPITALISTS ARK SATISFIED. 



nee 

Tho stockholders of this Company, some of whom Imv 
vented large rami in the enterprise, and Baetera eapftalfsl 
not hesitated i<> take bold of the work, confident that ii,. route 

is not only entirely practicable, but a remarkably good on. for 
- region. These men Are acting upon a 



such a mountainous 



6 



thorough knowledge of the taota, l»ut Mr. Jtobinson without 

that knowledge, nil.! upon Tcry slight Information, oxprea i 
dfaaatiafiMitlon with the surveys made by Lhia Company, which 
ineludo the only thoroogfa Instrumental railroad survey ever 
mad. 01 Bf the sierra Nevada mountains in the valley beyond, 
nil others being only limited in their extent. Hn admita the foci 
of this survey having boon made, Ibr lie says he "examined the 
Btakan along the ltoe?' but ho seems to have boon appalled hy 
tho " physical obstacles " to be onoountored. Then lei him stancl 
aaldo I'M- those not so easily frightened. It is not surprising 
that one, isnoao practical railroad axparionee has been confined 
to a road over a level plain, should not he tittod to oneounU r 

ragged rooks and hiila, 

QTTAT.T.mffla MET AJS'U keputed. 

• 

But lie goes further, mid challenges iho production of any 
field notes, plans or estimates, upon which Mr. Jadah B r | 

made- If he f tbia to say that there are none, 

then ba aaaarts another fidaabood* He, of coarse, writes with- 
out any pt i -dgo, iur ho has never stepped foot ii 
ol onr Engineer's office, Ba.1 the Held notes, maps, plana, praj 
nit- and estimates, not only of that first survey hy Mr. Judab. 

but of several other surveys, are there carefully preserved, and 
can ho examined by any gen[Lm<ti\ who may ho interested in tho 

mutter. 

FALSE STATEMENTS TO GOV. NTE. 
• 
In tl Hon I will suite that ono of your United Slates 

, . \'w when on his way to Washington, called tit, 
this office and stated that ho had been told that this Company 
ad made no survey over the mountains. It atVordod nsa groat 
Measure to exhibit to him all tho original notes of that nrvaj , 
ith the maps and profiles prepared under Mr. Judah's direction. 
Ho declared that he was perfectly satisfied, and in ptrong lan- 
guage expressed his contempt for men who conld fabricate and 
circulate such base falsehoods 

ROBrNSON DON'T LIKE THE ESTIMATES; 

He also liuds fault with -Mr. Jndah'a estimates of tho cost of 
tho work. The latter bad tho means of making the t^liinni- B, 
whilo the former biotas nothing ubou'i it His main point is that 
as the road pBBBPB overa vuimiiii i ■( high, great I3' exceed- 

ing that Of any .tther railroad in lIio United States, its coat must 
i , propOTtionably great. In this be shows his iguorauce of en- 
gineering. Tho altitude of the summit a fleets tho grade of s 
road, but not necessarily its # cost. If the slop© of the Sierrr 




nit, while the 

. ...r.-y, ( in oort ol oonatra ■ Id be no 

4 in the '. I jslhc- it ■ 

lob end ■ 

i »« w.-ll in a v.ii | \ M 
on a mountain nMe T 

e, and therefore the work upon that portion of the I' 

— hul the t-.tnl rise and fall 

cending to the b mil of 7.000 o the 

. I iliio 

o ill elevation of only £,700 feet, 

Ihifl difference it doe to the 
later? g^ade upon the * 'antral Pacific line. 

Ills BSTIMATE9 FAME, 

ing that the Central Pacific Railrom] 
mm |2fiO,lllrih ■(>«.) p*T mil' . "talcs whut is nof trae.aodIa 

ting whioh In' bas no 
liable information. Hie statements of tfa 

I 
matter, Thus be -nv-. that the moal expensive part 

of the lino In'from the rai M to the Trochee (over, wnfle, 

with i '■" ,|1 one can*, inunedis Bnm- 

ordinary ditBoa met iritb on that pari of 

oute>. 






JTOAH'B ESTIMATES co 






When Mr. Jndah estimated the work at ahont, &>0,000 per 

mile, I near the truth, as hs had n. 

hia calculations, Th< r n1 u h hai i 

i 
coal of the vrorfc all firm the aecnra 

ir. Judah, and any inoreaai in tb< 
touted for ho the increased ooal of material ami lu- 
aneod by the wax and other unanticipated events. 



FALSE STATEMENT OK >!■ KAILROA.DS. 



lie ntta ■ states* -t offerer*] 

.lilroaJa. J 1 - - s beaee he 

bie I loin 

■•v that his si 

bad Vi 

and the Great Woetornlihtfh'oadf ■ $100*000 

■ 
and the third 498.151. A thus wilfully falsify well 

ib unworthy ■ > 1 — 1 ( in any of his otutoinvuU. 



kaoi 



8 



in equally untrue lli&t tlie coat of labor and matt rial in Cali- 
fornia, il doable that of the Atlair.h- States. The object oi I 

gross misstatement*; i- obviously to prove that it is impossible, 
With :mv reasonable outlay of lime- and money, to build any 
railroad over the mountain-. for II IB evident that the cost over 
any other rout-? would be U :' not great, r 

ROBINSON'S MOTIVKS. 
I can well understand why he is anxious to have the Pacific 

Railroad appear impracticable. He is the holder of n large 

amount *»i the Stock of the Sacramento Valley Itai.'road, a 
which probably would not -ell to-day for the amount of the in- 
cumbrances Upon it. And the construction qf the Pacific Baft 
road, ow even Ita extension twelve miles east of it- present ter- 
minus, will bo divert the trade from that road, that it will hardly 
pay necessary expenses. It i^* his interest, therefore, to delay an 
miimIi as possible the construction of the National Railroad, that 

U« and hi- 1 1 lends may ntnin the m«-n<ip<dy uf the Nevada trade. 
To accomplish this. In 1 hesitates not to viliily the dead as well as 
lbs living, to falsify the most notorious (acts, ami to scatter 
broadcast the most slanderous articles. He hopes thus to in- 

legialation injurious to the National worV, and pr< 
oapi talis ti from Investing their means In the greatest enterprise 
ofthe age. Indeed, he baa the audacity in thin very letter to ad- 
vise the Legislature, of Nevada to adopt a policy, Which he ad- 
mits will "hurt " the Oniral Pacific FZallroad, a part of the na- 
tion's groat highway. 

DETERMINATION TO BTHU) THE ROAD. 

But, as has already been shown, his statements as to tho im- 
ioobfllty of the route adopted for the Pacific Kailroad, im» 
not entitled to the least weight. X assure you and the people 
of Nevada, who arcsodccplv interested In this ^oestioo, that it 
is entirely practicable, and tliat too, without re q u irin g any exor- 
bitant outlay of money. Tho ti/ne required 10 complete it will 
depend upon the means within the control of the Company, and 

lily l«> piocure money upon its securities. Our enemies ar8 
laboring hard, utterly reralesa of the means employed, to pro- 
vent as from obtaining money, and if the Legislature of Nevada 
should see fit to aid them in their schemes, and endorse their 

. it may possibly result in delaying the completion of tho 
fflal road, Hut whatever cour>e may he- adopted by others, 
the public may runt assured that this Company in (end to build 
the road, and that too as speedily aa possible with the means 
\\i--\ oao command. Men who openly declare such a road im- 
praotieable, will, of curse, never siriotitfy attempt it. Ooo- 
\ nued as wo are of its entire feasibility, we shall duvotu all our 
energies to tho work. 



n 

WAGON ROAD FALSEHOOD DENIED. 

He lolls you the Wagon Road ruled tlie location of the rail- 
road, a •'hanje [mast entpfuiti&tUif deny. In making this chargo, 
ho a/rain betrays his ignorance of facts, for the Wagon Road 
was not commenced, nor the Wagon Road Company organized, 
until loiiff after the railroad was located. It was constructed 
because it wm necessary for the railroad. Without it, the rail- 
road until completed, could only have done a local business. 
With it. it is already fully prepared to compoto successfully for 
the Washoe trade. 

FALSEHOODS ABOUT SURVEYS EXPOSED. 

He says that this Company has no locating survey beyond II- 
linoistown, and refers to Rogers' Report to confirm this charge. 
That statement is false, as is nearly every statement, in that re- 
port of Rogers. Robinson, indeed, admits its falsity, by telling 
you that he has examined the stakes. But he charges that the 
Company "found the work so heavy they dare not make public 
the results of the location." In this, ho again states a falsehood , 
for the results oT tho survey were published to the world, in the 
Report of our Acting Chief Engineer, S. S. Montague, Esq., 
made on the 8th day of Octobor last, copies of which we sent 
your Committee. It will ho found fully set forth on pages 18 to 
10 of that Report. 

Mr. Robinson says he knows that Mr. Judah " never even 
rode over tho Placcrvillo routes." I am informed by one who is 
well acquainted with all his explorations in the mountains, that 
this is not true ; that Mr. .Indnn did go ovor that route, and took 
the altitudes with an aneroid barometer; but of this I havo no 
present knowledge. The reason this Company never surveyed 
that route, was because Mr. Judah stated thrit from his observa- 
tions, and the reports of (ioddard and other engineers, ho was 
satisfied that it was impracticable for a railroad, and that it was 
useless to expend time and money in making a survey. As 
stated in our former letter to yonr Committee, "porsons interested 
in that lino promised to furnish the Company with full informa- 
tion respecting it, but never did so." Having failed to furnish 
this information, we presumed they wore satisfied of its imprac- 
ticability. 

LOCATION OF ROUTE TO REESE RIVER. 

lie tells you that the Pacific Railroad route runs north of 
Reese River. Mistaken Again. No location has yot boon made' 
of tho line cast of the Big Bend of the Truckce. If tho route 
by way of Reese River is found to be favorable for a railroad, it 
will undoubtedly he adopted, and there will not be tho least dif- 
fiVultv in taking that route from the present terminus of the 
1'tcaiioii 
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CENTKAb PACIFIC li'U'J'K ffHB 9BGRTE8T ANI» liKST. 
Hi- Bfty« Minoifltown fa no| a* mat Virginia an Latrobe. Deri 

hoififl^uin iiii-t a!;< n. as a jflaih <; fit any BMp "'ill -how . tb 

if any map can be found with Latrobe oorroctly marked on it. 

daily ■ I : -].-■- i - it, for last summer they ! 
the trip from Now Castle. 23 milca west of Illinois. .wn. to [ I • 
^inia in from four (n BJX n OUTS lent time, llian tflOM nrOffl La- 
trobe, nn<] daring the winter ir has been made most of tho t i n ■ ■_- 

in about 24 hours less Staging. 

Numerous other falsehoods and misstatements mighl bo p< 
od out in this, in son).* respecte, remarkable letter, bat I d< ■ 
unnecessary. Rnongh has been Bbown to determine Ml 
character, and a more full examination would only weary you] 

i 

In eonelnsion. I would seati thai this Company oppoa 
railroad Mtorpnei on this eosst, but, on the contrary, seeks to 
be friendly with all. We regard .Nevada as affording one of the 
best market- ft>r the agrlouHural productions and mannfaci 
of Oaliforniu, and the Pacific Railroad will afford Lht 
imporiomly 'ii'inan-h 'I by that trad* Every railroad built in 
<::tliti.i'nia. by dheapt tikis the aoel of tnnaportatton of property, 
Ittwanfl itB coat, and onaltlos your people bj purchase mora large- 
ly. In that way every railroad oonotrootod Is ■ benefit to tin- 
Pacific Railroad. Bvon the Ijuirobi 1 Railroad will, without d 
iihiruatolv booonvo a feeder to it. 

LRLAND STANFORD, 

Pretft G. P. R. R. Co. 



STATEMENT OF CHARLES OROCKBB. 

In addition to the foregoing reply. I "ill add that Mr Judah. 
in his lifctini. , exhibited to me n letter from I. U Robinson to 

Mm, in which lie, Robinson, stated il,:.t unlOM the Central Paei- 

tUroad Company purchased his interest in the Baeramonto 
Valley Railroad upon bis own Germs, which he fixed at an ex- 
travagant price, that he would throw i rery obataete in onrway 
that ho could; that he, Judah. wee well aware of the difficulties 
iii the way of building railroads in California, with no opposi- 
tion, and all interests favorable to it, but with the active oppo- 
sition of hie Company, wielding a money influence of $80,000 

per i* : '», we could not hope to succeed ; and that ho, I> 

so n, would wield that influence with all hie power and energy 

ayainat tb© Company, both here and at the Kn-t, unless they 
complied with hi* terms. Tbo Company did not purnhaae hi- 
interest, arid be baa been fulfilling hie tbreal ever (sinei and has 
done hie Qtrooai, hosttatfag at no means which he thought would 
:<< . ompKeh bia objei I 

ill \s CROCKKK. 



